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doubt that the measure to be brought forward in the present
session of Parliament will make these changes universal.
These improvements, and the still greater ones which may

be hoped for from the Government scheme, have not been ob-
tained without hard fighting, and the co-operation of large
numbers of influential persons under the organisation of the
Association for the Improvement of Metropolitan Workhouse
Infirmaries, aided most vigorously by the general press. But

we feel a legitimate pride in reflecting that the assistance

which this journal was able to give to the first public efforts
towards reform was the foundation of that success with which

that good cause has since been favoured, and which we trust
is now approaching rapidly towards completion.

PERHAPS there is no function so difficult as that of the

framer and arbiter of examination-papers. To select from

amongst the thousand phenomena contained in a particular
science those salient ones which test a candidate’s knowledge
is in itself a peculiarly arduous undertaking. It demands not

only a perfect acquaintance with the science itself, but also a
knowledge of the methods by which it has been taught in the
lecture-room or in the text-book, and of the precise degree of
attainment which may reasonably be expected of an averagely
intelligent student. To set and pronounce upon an examination-
paper, in short, requires not only the accurate knowledge of
the man of science, but the practical skill of the teacher ; and
the ordeal of examination becomes a satisfactory one in the

degree in which these two qualifications are adequately pos-
sessed by the examiner.
But another difficulty comes in to complicate the examiner’s

function. As the science in question is made a subject of exa-
mination from year to year, it becomes more and more difficult

to vary the testing questions, to avoid repeating the same
series of interrogations, and so to prevent anything like the

cramming process by which many candidates are known to

prepare themselves. "Grinders" and "coaches," we believe,
are apt to train their pupils in the examination-papers of
former years, and so to furnish them with a series of parrot-
like answers to nearly every question which an examiner can
be expected to put. Such being some of the more obvious
difficulties of the examiner’s task, we have always been dis-
posed to take a lenient view of his real or alleged shortcomings,
and to ascribe to the exigencies of his position a style of exa-
mination which may appear capricious, arbitrary, or even

eccentric.

The Natural Sciences Tripos at Cambridge has been some-
what harshly depreciated of late on account of its examination-
papers. The questions, say certain censorious critics, are in-
judicious, are inadequate to test the candidate’s knowledge,
and even betray a little ignorance on the part of the examiner
himself. We apprehend that no series of examination ques-
tions that were ever framed would escape a like criticism. It

is a remarkable fact that no two men of science, however com-

petent and accomplished, will hit upon precisely the same
method of testing a candidate’s knowledge. One will lay stress
on a fact or series of facts to which the other will attach no

importance. One will be anxious to ascertain whether or not

the candidate possesses a firm grasp of the principles of the
science; another will be more concerned to test his knowledge
of the details. Placed side by side with other examination-

papers, we do not see that the Cambridge series have any
cause to deprecate a comparison. Perhaps now and then a
little too much stress is laid on the history of scientific opinion;
and the candidate who is otherwise well informed on the prin-
ciples of a science may find himself called upon, unexpectedly,
to give some account of the life of a discoverer or inventor,
and may thus be placed at a disadvantage. But, with this

exception, we cannot, after a careful perusal of the papers,
find any reasonable ground of censuring the examiners in the
Cambridge Natural Sciences Tripos. On the contrary, we
think that considerable ingenuity has been shown by them in
so framing the questions as to preclude their being anticipated
by the tutor or "coach. We could, if necessary, give examples
of this examining skill, and we would ask any candid reader

to take, for example, the questions on anatomy, and compare
them with those set at other Universities. We think that the

result of such a comparison would be to reflect, not blame, but
credit on the Cambridge examiners, and to sustain the cha-
racter which that great seat of learning has generally borne for
fair and searching examination of its candidates for degrees.
Even at best, we repeat, the mode of testing a candidate’s

knowledge by question and answer is an unsatisfactory one ;
and, in the case of such complex and comprehensive fields as
those of Medicine and Surgery, examination of any kind has
been pronounced by such authorities as Professors CHRISTISON
and SYME to be next to valueless. Till some better mode

has been established, however, the prevailing system must be
kept up; and while no set of examination-papers can be wholly
free from defect, it will be well if all are equally judicious,
equally fair, and equally testing with those of the Cambridge
Natural Sciences Tripos.

Medical Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS IN SURGERY.

THE last surgical examination at the College of Surgeon.
was remarkable for the first introduction of an attempt to test
the practical knowledge of the candidates in the application
of bandages and splints; and the natural result will be that
the young gentlemen who are about to present themselves for
examination in April and May will take some little trouble to
perfect themselves in these manipulations, and to ascertain
with certainty which is an arm- and which a leg-splint, and
whether it is customary to apply the padded side next the
limb or the reverse-points upon which some of them were by
no means assured last month. This is a manifest improvement
upon the old r&eacute;gime, and its introduction reflects great credit
upon the President, Mr. Partridge, under whose auspices
the new test has been inaugurated. We congratulate the
Court upon thus following, though at a humble distance, the
steps of other corporations; and, perhaps, in time they may
find it possible to take the candidates to the bedside of hos-
pital patients, and to examine them in operative surgery on
the subject.
’ The obstacle to the latter proceeding (which, however, it is
found practicable to carry out twice a year in the case of the
Fellowship examination) is, we understand, the supposed diffi-
culty of procuring subjects for the examination, or for stu-

dents to practise operations upon. With the latter question
the College authorities have really nothing to do ; but, as we
shall proceed to show, both suppositions are erroneous. At
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the Army examinations twice a year, and at the University of of the Loire, the same year; and finally, the remarkable out-
London examinations for the degrees of Bachelor and Master of breali of the disease at Swansea in 1865.

Surgery, this kind of examination is held, and candidates are These several histories furnish more precise data for the
found to be duly prepared for it; and, moreover, every one of adoption of preventive measures against the introduction and
the naval assistant-surgeons who passes for full surgeon at spread of the malady than those we possess of any other
Lincoln’s-inn has produced at the Admiralty a certificate of foreign epidemic. From them Dr. Milroy concludes that "for
his having duly operated on the dead body. The bulk of the almost all practical purposes of prevention and arrest yellow
College examinations come in months when little or no dis- fever may be regarded in the same light as the typhus fever of
section is going on; but, as the experience of the other ex- our own country;" and he maintains that " the same principles
amining bodies we have mentioned shows, Mr. Chas. Hawkins should direct the procedures to be adopted towards vessels
has no difficulty in finding two or more subjects for examina- infected with yellow fever as are deemed necessary in respect
tional purposes at several periods during the winter months, of houses infected with typhus fever, neither more nor less."
and these, as we shall now prove, would be amply sufficient. He further argues that occurrences such as the introduction of

Taking the army examination as our standard, we find that yellow fever into Swansea in 1865, and the entrance of the
each candidate is required to perform one major and one minor Melita into the port of London in 1862, show the great want
operation, the latter class including such operations as the in- of a properly organised medical police in our principal seaport
troduction of the catheter and stomach pump, paracentesis, towns.

venesection, amputation of fingers and toes, &c. The major Dr. Milroy’s suggestions were accepted by the meeting with-
operations of course include the ligature of the principal out a dissentient voice. Such exceptions as were taken to his
arteries, amputations and excisions, laryngotomy and tracheo- deductions or observations were, curiously, calculated still fur-
tomy, &c. Now one subject will, we learn from an experienced ther to allay public fear of yellow fever. Dr. Buchanan ob-

teacher, admit of the performance of thirty ligatures of arteries jected to yellow fever being included in the same category
without including such as the lingual, peroneal, or innominate, with typhus fever; for while the propagation of the latter was
&c., which could not fairly be asked of a tyro. The same sub- eminently by personal contagion, the spread of the former
ject would afterwards provide material for twenty-eight or was in no like sense markedly so. At Swansea and St. Nazaire

thirty amputations and excisions, without counting those of the introduction and propagation of yellow fever had a definite
the phalanges. We have thus sixty major operations (exclusive relation to the infected ships, not to the sick; the ships were
of the operations on the wind-pipe or perineum), and an un- the centres of dissemination, not the individuals suffering from
limited number of minor operations, provided for by one subject. the malady. Dr. Nicholson and Dr. Adam Nicholson, after
At the last examination sixty-nine candidates presented them- long and intimate acquaintance with the disease, had never
selves, and one subject would therefore have been sufficient; seen any phenomenon of extension from person to person of a
but if we take an April examination, with nearly a hundred, similar character to that observed in the transmission of scarlet
it is obvious that two subjects would be ample. fever or typhus. Dr. Barton, formerly of the West India Mail

Of course the introduction of an operative examination Company’s service, related several remarkable instances of the
would necessitate additional attendance of the examiners, and reception of yellow-fever cases among crowded crews on board
perhaps some little extra expense, but these are matters of small ship, and the admission of numerous cases into the wards of
importance compared with the advantages to the profession and hospitals among patients suffering from other diseases, without
the public which would thereby accrue. With regard to the a single example of the malady spreading. Compare this

preparation of candidates for the ordeal there need be no experience with that of typhus in the general wards of London
question, for it has invariably been found that candidates will hospitals !
take care to be prepared for anything which they may find to While, then, it is to be admitted, as Dr. Milroy affirms, that
be required of them. Every lecturer on surgery is bound to the hygienic measures necessary for limiting the infection and
demonstrate the operations on the dead body as a part of the propagation of typhus would be equally effective for controlling
winter course; and in the summer at all medical schools, and in the spread of yellow fever, it is not to be assumed that the
the winter too at some, there are opportunities for obtaining latter disease is as contagious, or, indeed, contagious after the
private instruction and practice in operating on the dead body. same fashion, as the former. The histories of epidemics of
There is no need for the College to demand a certificate that yellow fever present no series of facts parallel with those of
the pupil has operated ; let it examine him in the operations epidemics of typhus. To know that the disease is controllable

themselves, and he will take care to have made himself by the same preventive measures as typhus, should suffice to
acquainted with the necessary manipulations. remove exaggerated alarm of its introduction into England.

Sir William Pym, who will not be suspected of underrating
- 

the virulence of yellow fever, has said that " in an open, airy
THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY AND YELLOW situation persons may approach a patient, perhaps even to

FEVER. contact, with very little or no danger;" also, that " the con-

DR. MILROY’S paper " On Yellow Fever in Relation to the taoion is totally destroyed by cold, or even by a free circula-
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tion of cool air." To know also that yellow fever is less infec-Home Population," read before the Epidemiological Society on 
tion of cool air." To know also that yellow fever is less infec-

Monday night, was eminently practical. It was strictly nar- 
tious from person to person than typhus, should, in conjunctionMonday night, was eminently practical, it was strictly nar- .., ,, .... ., - 
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with the former knowledge, tend to alleviate public alarmrative and suggestive, not controversial-a a wise limitation not with the former knowledge, tencl to alleviate public alarm

closely adhered to in the discussion which followed. To set 
when the former disease appears on our shores, and to induceclosely adhered to in the discussion which followed. To set .. ...

forth the principal data which the experience of the last the Privy Council-the supreme quarantine authority-to give

twenty years has served to furnish in relation to the proper permanence to the reasonable suggestions of Dr. Milroy, and
measures for the defence of our own shores against the intro- 

to those of their own medical officer, Mr. Simon.

duction and spread of this so-much dreaded disease, consti- 
tuted the main object of the paper. These data consisted of
the story of the Eclair in 1845 ; the repeated introduction of CHELTENHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL,

yellow fever into Southampton Water by the West Indian AT the annual meeting of the governors of the Cheltenham
mail steamers in 1852, and again at the close of 1866 and com- General Hospital, held on the 29th ult., an important altera-
mencement of the present year ; the history of infected ships tion was introduced and adopted in regard to the working of
of the West Indian squadron in Halifax harbour in 1861, and the hospital. The medical staff of the hospital has been up to
of the outbreak of yellow fever in St. Nazaire, at the mouth the present time composed of six physicians and six surgeons:
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these have been divided into three divisions of two physicians (West Riding), 2 out of 46-the registrar says " small-pox is
and two surgeons each; the first having sole charge of the in- very prevalent here amongst adults, particularly amongst thepatients alone, the second of the out-patients of the hospital, railway labourers" "-the two fatal cases were children, both
and the third of a Branch Dispensary, which is to all intents unvaccinated ; in Tynemouth small-pox has been very preva-
and purposes a separate institution. The change does not lent, and caused 29 out of 183 deaths in the North Shields
affect the Dispensary, but merely the hospital, and the new sub-district. The registrar of Morpeth thus describes the
rule runs thus :- circumstances attending an outbreak of the disease in his sub-
"The professional duties of the hospital shall be conducted district :-

by five physicians and five surgeons. The three senior phy- " Small-pox is at present spreading through the town ; it
sicians and three senior surgeons shall have the charge of the broke out in the high part of the town called Bullersgreen,
in-door patients and of such out-door patients as shall attend having been brought from Bedlington by a young girl, who in-
at the hospital. The two junior physicians and two junior fected the whole house, and six were down in one room at one
surgeons shall have the charge of the patients attending at the time. I was applied to as relieving officer and went to see
Branch Dispensary, Oxford-passage." " them with the Poor-law medical officer ; we adopted every
This unites the in- and out-departments under one set of means in our power to isolate and disinfect, using Condy’sfluid

officers, who have the labours of the latter but the advantages to mix with the water for washing clothes, and carbolic acid
also of the former ; obviates the necessity of transferring for disinfecting the stools; we also caused the whole house,
.’ doctor to ano . staircases, &c., and outside yard to be Iimewashed. The

patients from one doctor to another, for an out-patient can Condy’s fluid was eagerly sought for, as it destroyed the smell
now be admitted under and treated by the medical man who and enabled the clothes-washing to be done as at ordinary
has first seen and watched the case; provides attendance times. No fresh cases occurred for some time, and we thought
daily upon out-patients instead of four days a week, and more it had been stopped, but the place where it broke out was too
especially will enable the officers to replace the " chronic" by favourable, and there being a great want of sanitary arrange-

* 

uitable cases whi i often ,1 i ments, it again broke out, when the same means were used andacute or more suitable cases, which are now often debarred the disease was checked. A third outbreak followed, and
the privilege of admission into hospital by the necessity of a spread over the whole of the upper part of the town, and in
change from the care of one to that of another physician or families that we as Poor-law officials had no control over. It

surgeon. Under the old regime two of the former surgeons is now spreading in different parts of the town. I pointed out
had held office for a period of thirty years, and one of the to the Local Board of Health the very disgraceful state of
present staff had, waited no less than twenty-eight years for Bullersgreen on several occasions, but no steps were taken topresent staff had waited no less than twenty-eight years remedy the defects. On one premises six families dwell with
promotion without the least chance of perfecting himself as an one unusable privy and an unenclosed ashpit for the lot, the
operator. The recent alteration is a step in the right direc- consequence being that everything is done in the house ; a
tion; it must benefit both the patients and the medical officers stable is at the top of the yard, and the overflow from the
generally, whilst it will of necessity enlarge the sphere of use- premises runs across the pavement and down the open street
fulness of the hospital. We are glad to give to it both pub- 

in a series of cesspools for about eighty yards. In another and
fulness of the hospital. We are glad two give two it both pub- densely populated part of the town a midden and privy is
licity and commendation. 

____ 

under a dwelling, and this is in a much used thoroughfare. I
- 

mention these out of many cases existing. In all the arrange-
SMALL-POX. ments carried out in Bullersgreen during the outbreak no as-- . 

sistance was had from the Local Board, except supplying the
IN the last two weeks no less than one hundred and five lime for limewashing."

deaths from small-pox were registered in London, showing an These instances afford ample evidence of the urgent need of
increase of twenty-eight on the numbers returned in the pre- strengthening and extending the provisions of the Vaccination
ceding fortnight. Altogether there have been 462 lives lost Act, so as to make them effectual in checking an evil which
by this one disease in the space of thirteen weeks-an aggregate bids fair to assume a distressing magnitude.
which may without exaggeration be spoken of as really alarm- ____

ing. It is most sad to reflect on the ignorant carelessness or
the reckless folly of those who not only endanger the lives of THE TONIC TREATMENT OF DISEASE.

their children and of themselves, but also jeopardise the lives THE leading journal of Tuesday last gave, under the above
of their neighbours and of the public generally, by neglect of title, a short review of a book recently published by Mr.
the simple means available for reducing the baneful power of Skey, consisting of six lectures on Hysteria, Remote Causes
small-pox to a nullity. It is important that it should be of Disease in general, Treatment of Disease by Tonic Agency,
known, moreover, that throughout the country-in large towns Local or Surgical Forms of Hysteria, &c. It is interesting
and rural districts alike-this loathsome and deadly malady is to consider the probable effect of this review upon lay readers
spreading, as well as in London. The Registrar-General’s of the journal. The two ideas which they are likely to derive
Quarterly Return shows what mischief is abroad in this from its perusal are these:-1st, that Mr. Skey is in antago-
respect. In the sub-district of Minster (Sheppey) small-pox nism to the large majority of his professional brethren in his
caused 14 deaths out of a total of 84 from all causes in the last views of the nature and treatment of disease; and, 2nd, that
three months of 1866. Several cases are reported from North Mr. Skey looks upon wine as a panacea for every disorder.
Horsham, where the disease appeared early in December, al. We do not believe that such notions would have more than a

though none have proved fatal. The registrar of Edmonton very limited foundation. We hope, for instance, that, what-
reports one death, and remarks on the small number of returns ever may have been the case a few years, ago, the majority of
of successful vaccinations. In Peterborough sub-district 12 thinking practitioners have ceased " to regard the liver as the
deaths out of 116 resulted from small-pox ; in West Ham, 17 most pestilent member of the human frame, needing constantly
out of 165; in Hornchurch (Romford), 3 out of 24; at Aveley, to be assisted by blue-pills and black-draughts." A reference
in the sub-district of Grays (Essex), 6 out of 21 ; in Tunstall to this fallacy in The Times will, however, be useful to us all,
(Staffordshire), 13 out of 233; in Dilhorne (Staffordshire), 4 because the offender is really the public, which insists, nine
out of 18; in the St. Martin sub-district of Birmingham, 6 times out of ten, in treating itself in this manner, and dis-
(all children) out of 168; in Ilkeston (Notts) "there have been believes in advice which does not embody this notion. As
numerous cases of small-pox, of which 6 fatal cases have regards the second idea, an unfortunate prominence perhaps
been registered. There has been great neglect of vaccination, is given to the subject of wine. The unthinking reader may
and in several instances small-pox has occurred after vaccina- easily be led to such an argument as this :-Mr. Skey says
tion; some cases of secondary small-pox have also been noted." that all illness must be treated by tonic agency; wine is in-
In Eckington (Derbyshire) 6 of the 72 deaths were caused by dispensable to the tonic treatment of disease : therefore all

small-pox ; in Dalton (Lancashire), 5 out of 156 ; in Goole illness must be treated by wine. The judicious management



182

of stimulants is difficult enough to the accomplished and ob- are buried with the remains of many more who rest in the
servant physician : surely the public is not yet quite fit to be far-off land famous henceforth in the history of England.
trusted with such a potent weapon. Let us add that subscriptions to the Seacole Fund should

____ 

be paid either into the Union Bank, or to Cox and Co., Craig’s
court. 

____

THE PORTSEA BOARD OF GUARDIANS AND
THEIR MEDICAL OFFICERS. BLACK LUNATICS.

THE Board of Guardians of the Portsea Union have refused IT has been reported of late that the sudden transition from
to remunerate their medical officers for the services they ren- slavery to freedom, and the mitigation of the sufferings of the

dered during the late epidemic of cholera in that district. As blacks by the cessation of war, have been followed by the
far as we can ascertain, the officers did their duty with ex- admission of negro lunatics in large numbers into the asylums
emplary assiduity, and attended "some hundreds of cases of of Southern America. This, we are informed, is wholly a
cholera and diarrhoea every week," with the expectation of re- mistake. No one conversant with the after-horrors of the late

ceiving some gratuity for their services. The work has been done ; rebellion will deny that the condition of the emancipated
the reward is withheld. Under these circumstances two of the slaves is most deplorable in the majority of instances. But the
officers have resigned ; the other two contenting themselves spirit that possesses them is the very antithesis of that which
with remonstrating with the guardians upon their illiberal presages insanity; they accept hardships as a necessity, and
conduct. The resignations of Messrs. Gould and Allnutt have trouble themselves with very little thought about anything
been accepted; whilst the letters of Drs. Pritchard and Simp- beyond their immediate wants. A correspondent remarks
son were " referred to the Visiting Committee." We should that, did insanity exist, the spirit of the people that would not
have been better pleased to have been able to announce that attempt to mitigate the severities of war, but allow the blacks
all the officers had resigned in a body, in consequence of the to die of starvation in hundreds, and to lie unburied in the

injustice to which they had been all and equally subjected miserable hovels where they had congregated, filling the atmo-
As advertisements are ordered by the guardians to be inserted sphere with pestilential effluvia, because no provision had been
in the local papers for two medical officers, and as the election made for the burial of freed men, would pay little heed to a

takes place on the 20th inst., it may be as well to show the black lunatic, unless it might be to prevent him being trouble-
manner in which the guardians of the Portsea Union treat some, or out of regard to economical considerations.
their medical officers. Here is Mr. Gould’s statement :- -

"In conclusion, I have only to state, for the information of CAN GOOD COME OUT OF TEXAS?

those members of the board who appear to think that their A VERY influential Committee of the Society of Arts has been
medical officers are over-paid, that during the year 1866 I had formed to investigate the question of the supply of food to thethe care of the following, exclusive of the cholera and diarrhoea formed t o investigate the question of t he supply of f - to thethe care of the following, exclusive of the 69 midwifery cases, people, more especially to discuss the means of increasing thatcases : 1300 ordinary cases of illness, 69 midwifery cases,
5 fractures of the leg, 3 fractures of the thigh, 7 fractures of supply in regard to meat, fish, and milk, and to suggest improve-
the arm, 5 dislocations, and 212 vaccinations. I received for ments in the ordinary modes of cookery in use amongst the
my services &pound; 137 9s., out of which I had to pay my druggist masses of the people. And it is to the credit of Mr. Harry
f:32 for medicines, leaving a balance to me of EI05 9s. " Chester that he has taken a very active part in the matter.

Verily the office of surgeon to the Portsea Union is not a Mr. Affleck has been good enough to point out that England
sinecure ! would profit very materially by encouraging a freer commercial

- 

intercourse with Texas, whose staple commodities, including
MRS. SEACOLE. large quantities of animal food, ought to be very valuable to us.

A COMMITTEE has been formed, with three princes for Texas, which has an area of by steam, and forty by is within, , ..’ . a twenty-two days’ voyage by steam, and forty by sail ; it
patrons, and a subscription is being raised, for Mrs. Seacole, abounds in f er t’l 1 e valleys, and its innumerable flocks and 
who kept a hut of entertainment in the Crimea twelve years abounds in upon grasses of the sweetest and finest kind. Fatago, and was known universally as a kind-hearted, good crea- herds feed upon grasses of the sweetest and finest kind. Fat 

ago, and was known universally as a kind-hearted, good crea- beasts that grow to a large size, and sheep, can be obtained all
ture, ever ready to help our distressed and wounded soldiers the year round, and be driven 1 distances without any injury,
in the remarkable siege of Sebastopol. We do not know much 

the year round, and be driven long distances without any injury,

in the remarkable siege gs since that time; but not know that as far as the meat is concerned; the mutton too is exceedingly, 
as far as the meat is concerned; th e mutt on t oo is exceed ingly

of Mrs. Seacole doings since that time ; but we are told that fine. The prices are low-1&frac12;d per lb. for beef, 2d. for mutton;
during the recent epidemic of cholera she renewed those kindly fine. The prices allowance for the expenses of exportation, meat , and, making all allowance for the expenses of exportation, meatexertions for the helpless for which she was formerly famous, could be sold in England at a much lower figure than the pre-and that she is now in difficulties. She ought not to remain sent tariff. The other productions of the country are especiallyunbefriended. It would be a disgrace to this country if this valuable to man, such as rice, indigo, hemp, sugar, and tobacco.humble woman, who, out of the sympathy of her large heart, Texas is in want of population to till the ground and to volunteered generous service during a time which was as dis- augment her usefulness ; and Mr. Affleck counsels as a very
astrous as it was glorious, were allowed to feel the want of advantaoeous, and eventually successful, scheme, emigration
succour she so unsparingly supplied to others. Looking back to Texas in return for the exportation of her valuable pro-
now to Saturday, the 8th of September, 1855, we can well to Texas The feasibility of such a proposition rests upon the dis-
remember that, amongst the motley crowd which assembled covery of those methods of preserving meat which we have
in a storm of wind and dust on the ground near the Picket so recently described, and especially that of Prof. Pedwood.House during the final assault of Sebastopol, Mrs. Seacole was 
conspicuous. On horseback, with a basket of restoratives at 

-

the command of anyone of that long string of wounded which THE OUTBREAK OF CATTLE PLAGUE IN ISLINGTON.

trailed up for hours from the trenches, she braved the shell TmE fresh outbreak of cattle plague in Laycock’s dairy farm,
which were bursting every minute over head, and busied her- Islington, the property of Mrs. Nicholls, must be taken as a
self in helping the poor blackened and wounded soldiers whose proof that, although the plague seems to have been brought
condition compelled them to retire from the front. So much effectually under control in the country, the materies morbi
we can vouch for from our own personal observation. As to still abounds, and may become active anywhere. The cow first
the little acts of kindness she was constantly doing for our attacked in this instance was one of a number of English cows
suffering men, they are written in the remembrance of hun- bought by Mrs. Nicholls upwards of two months since, on
dreds of those who still survive the Crimean campaign, and November 15th. They were kept in the quarantine shed until
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Jan. 22nd, when they were removed into the regular shed. On
January 27th they were attacked with the disease, and were
manifestly ill. The next day other cows, showing signs of
illness, were destroyed. The whole herd, as a matter of

safety, has since been killed. There can be no doubt that this
outbreak has had its origin on the premises, whether in the
quarantine shed or the regular shed has not yet been quite
satisfactorily made out. We have been informed by Mr. Nicholls,
Jun., that effective disinfecting measures had been taken, but
this may well be doubted. Chloride of lime was chiefly relied
on. We would suggest that thorough and scientific trial should
be made of carbolic acid or sulphurous acid gas under the autho-
rity of the Privy Council. The sheds in question afford an
admirable locality for an experiment of disinfection, which we
trust will be tried at the national expense, as the question of
disinfection is one of great importance.

FIRE AND CHOKE-DAMP.

ANOTHER suggestion for the prevention of explosions in
mines was made to the Academy of Sciences on the 16th ult.
by M. Somonet, who advocates the introduction into all drifts
of electrical conducting wires, so that the gas may be set on
fire and burn off, by the interruption of the current passing
along the wires, before it is allowed to collect to a dangerous
amount. Surprise has been expressed that a more frequent
use is not made of quick or slaked lime, which possesses the
property of absorbing from the air and thus rendering harmless
the carbonic acid, which, constituting the after or choke-damp,
is produced in such great quantity after explosions, and causes
the death of any living persons to whom it may gain access ;
also, that in the recent colliery accidents no mention has
been made of Professor Graham’s recommendation, to place a
mixture of slaked lime and Glauber’s salts (sulphate of soda)
in a cloth before the mouth and nostrils where choke-damp is
present, so that the carbonic acid may be absorbed by the lime
and the air rendered comparatively pure for breathing.

THE MORTALITY OF WAR.

SOME extremely interesting illustrations of the way in which
war proves fatal to life are given by the Provost Marshal-
General of the army of the United States. An abstract of the
facts from the jVfM York Times has been very extensively cir-
culated. 280,739 officers and men of the army lost their lives.
When it is remembered that this does not include the disabled
nor the account of the dead and the maimed in the Confederate

army, the terrible destruction of male life-the deranging effect
of which upon the world must be felt for years to come-will
be more fully realised. The number of men killed in action or
who died of wounds was not half the number who died from
disease. Of the former there were 90,886 ; of the latter,
182,329. The mortality among the officers was slightly greater
than amongst the men from wounds received in action, but
markedly less from disease. Thus, the mortality amongst
officers and men in action, or the result of wounds, was as 1 to
18, whereas the mortality amongst them from disease was as
1 to 90 ! This is a very striking difference, which is only very
partially explained by the "superior morale, the hopefulness
and elasticity of spirit which is given to a man by investing
him with a commission, and its accompanying authority, re-
sponsibility, and chances of advancement" of the commissioned
class. A very striking-not to say shocking-feature of these
figures is the mortality of the black troops, not from wounds
or in action, but from disease. Whereas the officers of the
black troops died in the proportion of 1 in 77, of the enlisted
men of the black troops there died 1 in 7 ! There is no other

mortality in the experience of the United States army to com-
pare with this of its black troops. The death-rate amongst
white troops from disease is less than 1 in 17.

THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.

WE have had various occasions of late to refer to the

depressed condition of the naval medical service. It is
notorious that the supply of candidates for vcncancios is not

satisfactory, either as regards quality or quantity. There can
be no such serious proof of the straits to which the Admiralty
are reduced in supplying the naval medical service with suit-
able men as the scheme of bounties which has been recently
propounded, and which one of our military contemporaries cha-
racterises as " excruciatingly absurd." The question arises-
What makes the service so unpopular ? Part at least of the
answer will be found below. If the Admiralty would really
improve the reputation of the naval service in the estimation
of the medical profession, let them set about the redress of the
grievances which lead men who are in the service to leave it,
and those who would othewise enter it to keep out of it. As
we. lately remarked, there are fewer assistant-surgeons by
twenty-one at the beginning of 1867 than there were at the
beginning of 1866. Only eleven young men entered the service
last year. The grievances of the navy are very real, as may
be seen from the subjoined comparison drawn by a naval sur-

geon between the case of the army medical officers and naval

medical officers. It is well known that the army medical

officers have grievances enough in regard to pay and position ;
yet it will be seen that the condition of their brethren in the
navy is still worse.

Army lYledical Officers
Are never, as a rule, on half-

pay.

On the coast of Africa, ser-
vice is voluntary; pay and time
double; length of service two
years, for which one year’s
leave at home is given on full-
pay.
In India, Africa, and China

increased allowance for pro-
visions, to meet the increased
cost of living, is granted-in
many instances doubling the
full-pay.

Servants are allowed in pro-
portion to their relative rank
to all staff oiiicers as well as

regimental, or an allowance for
their wages, a field officer get-
ting allowances for three ser-
vants.

Can retire after twenty-five
years’ full-pay service, being
then but twenty-five years in
the army, having lost no time
on half-pay.

. Receive prize money and all
other allowances in accordance
with their relative rank-the
surgeon-major as a lieutenant-
colonel, the assistant-surgeon
as a captain, &c.

A7aval -Jfedical Officers
Lose, in twenty-five years,

at least six on half-pay. This
loss has been attempted to be
made good by a four-yearly
increase of full-pay instead of
five; but no such increase
affects the half-pay or retire-
ment.

Pay and time the same as if
serving in England. Service
compulsory, and length of ser-
vice indefinite; no leave on

full-pay granted.

No additional allowance is
made. The medical officers
serving in foreign hospitals re-
ceive the same in Hong-Kong,
Jamaica, Japan, and Malta,
although the expenses of the
latter place are less by half
than at any of the former.
This has been one of the im-
provements (?) of the late war-
rant.
On board a ship of war one

servant is allowed to every
two officers of ward-room rank.
No servants or allowance for
their wages allowed to officers
in hospitals, at home or abroad,
whether inspectors-general or
surgeons.
Can retire after twenty-five

years’ service on full-pay; but
must have been at least thirty
years in the navy, and there-
fore five years older than their
military brethren, having lost
at the very least that number
of years on half-pay.
The boatswain, the sub-

lieutenant, the carpenter, and
the junior assistant - surgeon

share prize money alike with
. the surgeon in the navy; while

the lieutenant and master, his
juniors in rank, share consider-
ably above him.
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[ equally susceptible, but, as a rule, it has most power over theSUCH LIVES. badly nourished. 7. That it is not influenced by the atmo-
IT is common with us to estimate the evils of an insanitary spheric changes of the barometer or the hydrometer, or the

condition by the number of lives which they destroy. There is quantity of ozone, but in this climate by the seasons. 8. That
another criterion of the magnitude of these evils to be found in the greatest mortality has always occurred, during every epi-
the character and value of the individual lives prematurely demic, in those districts in which the water is most impure.
shortened. Everybody’s experience will supply illustrations of Dr. Bain further argues that the water-supply should be taken
what we say, for they occur every week, and more or less under from irresponsible companies, and placed under the care of a
the observation of everyone. Prince Albert died of fever; so, corporation; and that boards of works should have a better
very lately, did Dr. Jeaffreson. Last year Edinburgh lost one class of members, and that their medical officers should be
of her best medical practitioners from cholera-Dr. James more independent than they have been or are even now.
Duncan. We had a similar misfortune in the loss of Dr. Ansell, ____

of Bow. Three or four medical men have died of fever in New- 
-

castle-on-Tyne. At Greenock a monument is about to be THE London Review, a weekly journal of considerable lite.
erected to five medical victims of this disease. Last, and rary merit, but whose scientific contributor is liable to occa.
by no means least, Alexander Smith is dead. Our able con- sional hallucinations of a singular character, has published
temporary, The Builder, is inconsolable because Mr. Smith some novel facts in the history of Anatomy. In last Saturday’s
died of typhoid associated with diphtheria-by the way, a very number we find the following remarkable statement :-" When
common association in late years,-and because there is great Gall commenced his researches on the brain, nothing was
reason to connect his death either with the general insanitary known of its structure." We are amazed at the want of in-

surroundings of his office at the University, or, still more par- formation on the history of medical science thus displayed in
ticularly, with a foul drain passing close by the poet’s house at a journal of the high standing of the London Review. To say
Wardie. Surely these facts contain a terrible argument for that the anatomy of the brain was unknown till Gall’s lectures,
the putting forth of greater energy in sanitary measures. It which were given early in this century, is about as ridiculous
seems almost as if such deaths were arranged so as to enlist in as to assert that nothing was known of astronomy till the days
the cause of health the rank and the intellect and the genius of Sir John Herschel, or to allege that the London Review’s
of the country, science contributor ought to be elected to the fellowship of the

- 

Royal Society. Even in the days of old Vieussens and Varo-
A MODEL BOARD OF GUARDIANS. lius the anatomy of the brain was not only very fairly made

THE recognition of the services rendered by Dr. Randall, out, but even the fibres were carefully traced towards their
the medical officer of St. Marylebone Workhouse, and others, destinations. It is by canards such as that we have referred
in connexion with the recent ice accident, has taken a tangible to that the public is misled as to the progressive nature of

shape, in the form of a recommendation submitted to the meeting scientific discovery; and we trust therefore that, however
of the guardians last week to make an addition of &pound; 50 a year valiant a supporter of phrenology our contemporary may be,
to the salary of Dr. Randall; to Dr. Fuller a present of twenty he will stay his hand when he passes the limits of his own

guineas ; &pound; 50 to the stipend of the master and matron; and scientific information. 
_____

ten guineas to be distributed amongst the nurses and other ...officials who contributed to the carrying out of the orders of IT is stated that cholera of the true Asiatic type has made
those above them. It is believed the recommendation will its appearance in the village of Shincliffe, situated on the river
be adopted. Wear, about two miles south-east of the city of Durham, and

_ about an equal distance from Coxhoe, where the disease lately
WE understand that the Council of University College, broke out. A pitman residing at Shincliffe Colliery was taken

London, at the solicitation of a former student, who is in suddenly ill on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 29th ult., with
general practice, and an active member of the Council of the violent purging, cramp, &c., and died, notwithstanding as-
Epsom College, are about to present to the Royal Medical siduous medical attendance, on the following morning. A boy,
Benevolent College, Epsom, four free medical scholarships to aged thirteen, was also attacked on the same Tuesday, and died
their foundation boys, upon the condition that they are ma- on the succeeding Thursday morning. Several cases of choleraic
triculated students of the University of London. In addition diarrhoea of a dangerous character have been brought under
to this noble gift of University College, the originator proposes the notice of the medical men of the district. The Shincliffe

to establish a fund which will give to each free scholar an Sanitary Committee are on the alert, and disinfectants are

annuity of &pound; 50 for four years, contributing himself &pound; 1000. liberally used. The northern colliery villages are, as a rule,
Other members of the profession to whom the plan has been exceedingly dirty, and cleanly habits are lightly esteemed by
mentioned have promised their support. We commend this the pitmen. So cholera, when driven away from large towns
method of assisting the orphan sons of our less fortunate by incessant supervision, finds a congenial soil in remote dis-

brethren, and trust that it may be accomplished. tricts, where the visits of the sanitary inspector are few and
____ 

’ far between. 
____

DR. W. P. BAiN, the medical officer of the Poplar Union, read A MEMORIAL, signed by a great majority of militia surgeons,
a paper at the Social Science rooms on Monday evening last, was presented on the 3rd ult. to General Peel, asking that, and
giving the result of his experience of four cholera epidemics. The giving reasons why, the militia surgeons should be placed on
conclusions at which Dr. Bain has arrived are :-1. That spas- the permanent staff of their regiments. A reply has been re-
modic cholera is caused by a special organic poison. 2. That ceived, dated the 31st ult., in the most courteous terms re-
it is communicated by material particles, either inhaled, or swal- gretting that, after a careful examination of the claims of these
lowed when diffused in liquids, as water; in the former case officers, and after inquiring into their present position and
it is communicated on a small scale, in the latter on the grand emoluments, General Peel cannot recommend her Majesty to
or epidemic scale. 3. That the period of incubation is about place them upon the permanent staff of their respective regi-
forty hours. 4. That adult males are generally first attacked; ments at a fixed rate of daily pay. We very much regret this,
then women and children. 5. That the proportion of deaths as we are in a position to know that, should the services of
in the first two or three weeks of the epidemic averages four these officers be required to accompany their regiments on
males to three females, and in the middle and latter periods embodied service or for a lengthened period of training at a
about five females to three males. 6. That all persons are not I camp, great numbers of them would resign; they would no
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longer, after the unjust manner in which they have been
treated, go out with their regiments. The loss of these sur-

geons, most of whom are thoroughly well up in their work,
would be much felt, and the difficulty of replacing them would
be found much greater than is generally supposed. We had

hoped better things from General Peel.

THE "light wine " question, as with most hobbies, is in a
fair way to be ridden very hard. Suggestions have been made
in print and elsewhere to the effect that these drinks should
be given to patients suffering from scurvy, with a view to the
elucidation of their curative powers. But we take leave to
remind our readers that the cure of scurvy, in its active form,
is easy enough, and is not a subject about which doctors differ, i,
but that our own energies, and those of all who have considered
this question in its right aspect, have been directed to the pre-
vention of this disease, and, by consequence, of the direful

results proceeding therefrom. A very fair experimental trial
of these wines may be made by sending them out in any ship
whose commander is willing to receive them, to supply to his
crew, and to report progress on the return .of his vessel to
England. But as the antiscorbutic properties of lime-juice are
a fact, and those of light wines but a theory, we are not, in the
present state of knowledge, justified in recommending to the
Legislature or to shipowners the one as a substitute for the
other. 

____

DR. LETHEBY, in a report to the City Commissioners of
Sewers on the quality and quantity of the water supplied to
the metropolis in 1866 as compared with 1851, states that the
chemical quality of the water has notably improved during the
interval. The Water Companies could not have a more able
champion than Dr. Letheby, who maintains that " there is no
evidence, chemical, physical or pathological, that the organic
matter in the water supplied to the metropolis is any other than
the harmless products of vegetable and infusorial growths."
Dr. Letheby takes no notice of the fact, which is indisputable,
that the excrementitious matters from thousands. of the popu-
lation living within the drainage area of the Thames and the
Lea do find their way into those rivers ; and even if the
residual proportion, after ordinary filtration, be so small as to
be imperceptible by the analyst, still the knowledge that we
are drinking water which has been in such bad company is
sufficiently disagreeable to warrant us in insisting upon a
change in the source of supply.

WE are very sorry to see that no progress has been made
towards a mutual concession in the matter of dispute about
Hampstead-heath on the part of the Board of Works and Sir
Thomas Maryon Wilson. On the score of public health we
really think that some final decision should be arrived at.
Encroachments on Epping Forest are also threatened, and an
indignation meeting has been held under the presidency of the
Marquis Townshend. The rights of the people in forests
and commons are by no means clearly defined, and it would be
a piece of great economy on the part of Parliament to give its
decision, and not leave those questions of national importance
to the glorious uncertainty and technicalities of the law.

THE following circular, which has lately been issued by the
Admiralty authorities, gives an unpleasant idea of the fre-
quency of the occurrence of scabies among sailors. On whose
shoulders ought the blame to rest ?

" With reference to Article III., p. 42, of the Instructions
for Naval Hospitals at Home,’ which provides that no person
shall be received into hospital for itch only, my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty are pleased to direct that any
men or boys from her Majesty’s ships affected with itch may
be received into naval hospitals at home and abroad, provided

they are not sent in such numbers as to encroach on the room
and accommodation required for the treatment of more serious
cases of disease." 

____

WE notice that the deaths resulting from the Regent’s-park
casualty have not yet been included in the Registra.r-Genera.l’s
return. The accident happened more than three weeks ago,
and the verdict of the coroner’s jury was given on Monday
week. Such a delay must unsettle the registration returns,
and we are led to ask if it is insuperable ? If it is not, with
; whom does the blame rest ?

VENEREAL DISEASE
IN THE

ARMY & NAVY.
ANALYSIS OF THE MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE A

COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE WAR OFFICE AND THE

ADMIRALTY TO INQUIRE INTO ITS TREATMENT
AND PREVENTION.

No. I.

PREVENTION.

Tiiis Committee was apppointed by the Government in
October, 1864, to inquire into the treatment and prevention
of venereal diseases in the army and navy, and was composed
of Mr. Skey (then president of the College of Surgeons),
Dr. Balfour, Mr. Cock, Dr. Donnet, Mr. Quain, Dr. Wilks,
and Mr. Spencer Smith. Mr. Skey was chairman and Mr.
Smith secretary of the Committee. Their report is yet to be
published, but that part of it containing the ’’ practical rules
suggested for diminishing frequency of contagion, and which
are capable of adoption in the daily life of the ship or barrack," 
was drawn up and laid before the authorities last spring. It
consisted of an abstract of the evidence relating to this part of
their investigations, and enabled the Government to amend
the Contagious Diseases Prevention Act of 1864 by an Act
passed last session, and now in force.
To show the prevalence of venereal diseases amongst the

troops serving in the United Kingdom, it may be mentioned
that in 1864 twenty-nine per cent. of all the admissions into
hospital were for venereal disease, the average number laid up
from that cause being 19 per 1000-a loss of service equal to
that of all her Majesty’s military forces for an entire week in
that year. In the navy the proportionate loss was not so
great, being in 1862 9’9 per 1000. Still, these numbers repre-
sent only the immediate sickness produced by venereal dis-
ease ; there yet remains unreckoned the loss from discharge of
men rendered unfit for service by the remoter consequences of
syphilis, on which score the Committee state the belief that
the loss is very considerable.
The following recommendations were made for preventing

the spread of the disease amongst her Majesty’s land and sea
forces :-

The inspection of women.-Prostitutes in garrison towns
should be periodically and frequently inspected, and if found
to be diseased secluded until restored to health. All but one
of the witnesses examined on this point were strongly in
favour of this expedient, and these comprised all the military
and naval surgeons, and all but one of the civil surgeons, in-

cluding Mr. Syme, Sir W. Fergusson, Mr. Paget, Mr. Erichsen,
Mr. Byrne, and many other eminent surgeons.
The experience of those engaged in carrying out the pro-

visions of the first Act-namely, Dr. Leonard, inspector of
hospitals under the Contagious Diseases Prevention Act

(Q. 6548, et seq.), Superintendents Guy (Q. 6768) and Strength
(Q. 6866)-proves that the women themselves do not resist the
periodical examination. Of 759 women directed to be ex-


